Why palpate the radial artery?
The palpability of the radial-artery wall was assessed before death in 43 patients and compared with the histology of the artery at necropsy. There was no relationship between the degree of palpability and the histological changes of atheroma or of Mönckeberg's sclerosis, or the presence of clinical vascular disease. It is suggested that palpation of the wall of the radial artery provides no useful clinical information.